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  Trinity Episcopal  

  “Old Swedes” Church 

      1208 King’s Highway, Swedesboro, NJ 08085 

      Second Sunday of Advent 

      December 5th, 2021 

 

Service of Holy Eucharist – Rite Two 

 

Prelude – Andrew Van Dongen 

 

Opening Hymn – 65 

  

                                              

 
               

Celebrant Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People  And blessed be his Kingdom, now and forever. 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Song of Praise   
56 -  1982 Hymnal – O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs 3-4) 

 

 
 

The Celebrant and People may say 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Collect 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare 

the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 

we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament - Malachi 3:1-4 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is 

coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 

he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 

offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 

to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 16  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 

holy and righteous in his sight  

all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
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To give his people knowledge of salvation * 

by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Epistle Reading - Philippians 1:3-11 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am 

confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 

the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me 

in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 

defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 

compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 

with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 

you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn – 75 
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Celebrant:       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,       

                        according to Luke. 

People:           Glory to You Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel - Luke 3:1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 

Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 

Isaiah, 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 

Celebrant:       The Gospel of our Lord. 

People:           Praise to You Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon – Reverend Gregory M. Wilson, Priest-in Charge 
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The Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 

and was made man 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

 

Prayers of the People for the Second Sunday of Advent, December 5th, 2021  

 
Leader:  For your great mercy, O Lord our God, that in love you created all of us and in love, you sustain 

us day after day. It is with every confidence we bring our prayers to you, knowing that you will hear and 

respond.  You promised to show mercy to our fathers 

 

People: and to remember your holy covenant. 

 

Leader: For your safety and peace for those in war-torn regions and for those suffering the after effects of 

natural disasters. We also pray for those who struggle against oppression and injustice. As we hear of 

terrorist activity around the world, quiet our fears. Heal the wounded of these attacks, and help their 

families and friends rest in your security.  You promised to show mercy to our fathers 
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People: and to remember your holy covenant. 

 

Leader:  For peace, Lord. We accept your grace and your forgiveness and we call upon you for those 

gifts daily.  Help us to call upon the power of your sacrifice on the cross to forgive others in that same 

way.  Every time the memories of past hurts come back, help us to forgive again until the pain is gone.  

You promised to show mercy to our fathers 

 

People: and to remember your holy covenant. 

 

Leader:  In this Advent of expectation draw us together in service, that the path we follow 

might lead us from a stable to a glimpse of eternity.  You promised to show mercy to our fathers 

 

People: and to remember your holy covenant. 

 

Leader:  You paid the ultimate price to shoulder our burdens.  Allow us to lay our doubts, panic, worries 

and anxieties at your feet. Fill us with your peace as we trust in You and You alone.   You promised to 

show mercy to our fathers 

 

People: and to remember your holy covenant. 

 

Leader:  We continue to pray for those who are suffering with symptoms of Covid, that their care 

providers look for creative and inspired ways to continue healing.  We pray for families who continue to 

struggle emotionally or financially because of the virus.  You promised to show mercy to our fathers 

 

People: and to remember your holy covenant. 

 

Leader:  For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church; 

William, our diocesan bishop; Greg, our priest; and all who minister in Christ. We pray for the church and 

all its ministers. Help us to bring your love and your light out into the world and share the joy of knowing 

you with others. You promised to show mercy to our fathers 

 

People: and to remember your holy covenant. 

 

Leader:  For our governments, we pray for our President Joseph.  As a nation, God, help us to desire 

righteousness more than rights, and to mirror sacrifice more than selfishness. You know us well, and You 

understand our flaws. We ask that You turn those weaknesses into strengths.  Help us to be known as a 

nation that values that which is right over that which is easy.  You promised to show mercy to our fathers 

 

People: and to remember your holy covenant. 

 

Leader:  For those who suffer in body, soul, or life circumstance. Ease their burdens and the burdens of 

those who care for them. Soothe their pain.  We pray for those watching someone they love struggle with 

serious illness or injury and who long for your miraculous intervention.  We especially pray for those on 

our parish prayer list. You promised to show mercy to our fathers 

 

People: and to remember your holy covenant. 

 

Leader:  For those who have died.  Ease their transition from this world into Eternal Life and may they 

find the light that guides them into your warm embrace.  For those who mourn, Please keep and carry 

these precious people in their sadness and loss. Cover them with your great wings of love, give their 

weary hearts rest and their minds sound sleep. Lord, lift their eyes so that they may catch a glimpse of 



8 
 

eternity, and be comforted by the promise of heaven. We remember the recent dead of our parish 

community and loved ones whom we remember either silently or aloud: (pause here), You promised to 

show mercy to our fathers 

 

People: and to remember your holy covenant. 

 

Presider: Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and those 

unspoken, Merciful God, accept these prayers for the sake of your son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

ALL: Amen 

 

Trinity Parish Prayer:  

Almighty and ever living God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayer for 

the Trinity Parish Family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the 

penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one 

heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

The Confession and Absolution 
 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

 

Announcements 
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Offertory Anthem 
 

Liturgy of the Table - Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

People         And also with you. 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 

People         We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth…. 

 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 

and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 

share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 

for the whole world. 

Virtual Offering Plate 

Text “Trinityoldswedes”  

to (202) 858-1233  

• Standard texting rates on your cell 

plan apply 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

And now, as our Savior  

Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say,  

 

People and Celebrant 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

      on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Distribution of Communion 

 Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

 

Hymn 722 (Wonder, Love, and Praise) 
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Celebrant       Let us go forth in the name of Christ!                                                                                                         

People           Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 
 

Today’s Participants 

Celebrant: The Rev. Gregory M. Wilson revgregwilson@gmail.com, 267-331-0133 

Reader – Craig Lewis 

Musicians – Andrew Van Dongen, Kelly Henderson, Ryan Bussell, and Blaze Dalio 

Trinity Office Phone: 856-467-1227 

 

Today’s altar flowers have been donated by Mike Lewis in celebration of Mike and Linda’s 55th wedding 

anniversary. 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

1208 King’s highway 

Swedesboro, NJ 08085  

856-467-1227 

www.trinityswedesboro.org/ 

 

Permission to podcast/stream/reproduce the music in this service obtained from  

ONE LICENSE with license #A-734612. All rights reserved. 
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